

          HISTORY OF WORLD CIVILIZATION I



           Mr. Nicholas P. Markellos

An introduction to the major cultures of the world from the Ancient Period to the Early Modern Period in Africa, Asia, and Europe this course will analyze these cultures in their political, economic, and religious aspects, and will also reflect the latest information on the role of women in society.
TEXTBOOKS: McKay et al. Understanding World Societies “A History” 2nd Edition. 2015



                        Sources of World Societies.   Second Edition. 2012 

CLASS MEETING:  Wednesdays: 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Madison 315
                                                             The Birth of Civilization  

Week 1: Introduction to the Course, Textbook, and other Primary Sources. Tonight’s class will serve as a background to the course, as well as segue to the first unit—Mesopotamian Civilization. The focal point of this lecture will be to discuss the Birth of Civilization and explore the nature and purpose of history.  

                                                                  Early Civilizations 
Week 2: This section will cover the geographical developments in the cradle of world civilization. Specifically, we will explore historical significance of Ancient Sumer, the Babylonian developments, and the great splendor of Egypt
                    READINGS:


1. Textbook: Chapter 2 – pp. 32-60
2. Primary Sources: 

The Code of Hammurabi 
Osiris and Isis
        Peoples, Gods, and Empires: 1700-500 B.C. 

Week 3: Out of the river valleys of the earliest civilizations emerged the spread of many powerful civilizations who centered on developing society around their worship of a god or gods. This week we will focus on the struggles and triumphs of the Hebrews, Egyptians, Assyrians, and Early Greeks. 

READINGS: 

1. Textbook: Chapter 2 – pp. 42-60 and Chapter 5 – pp. 116-119
2. Primary Sources: 

      Books I and XXIV from the Iliad 

      Selections from the Books of Exodus, Samuel, and Ruth 

             Go East Young Man – Indian and Chinese Civilizations  

Week 4: In many ways, eastern civilization can be seen as the naval of historical development. Although so much of what we know about history is contributed to the west, this week we explore two very important oriental civilizations—India and China. 

READINGS: 

3. Textbook: Chapter 3, 4 and 7 – pp. 62-113 and pp.174-185

4. Primary Sources: 
Selection from the Mahabharata                     

        Selection from the Confucius


Civilization of Greece: 1000 – 400 B.C. 

 
Week 5: Although cliché the common phrase— “It’s all Greek to me!” holds significant meaning to us in the Modern World. This week will look at the beginning of one of the truly great Civilizations of the World and examine what made Greece’s enhancements to politics and society so paramount. 

READINGS: 

1. Textbook: Chapter 5 – pp. 120-130
2. Primary Sources: 

             Periclean Athens 


          Thucydides: Selections from The History of the Peloponnesian War

                                                             The Hellenistic Period  

Week 6: The period following the great age of Greek Democracy and Philosophy is deemed the Hellenistic Period. This week we will see the first Global Empire in the rise of Alexander the Great and how he brought out the notion of cosmopolitism in society. 


READINGS: 

1. Textbook:  Chapter 5 – pp. 131-142 
2. Primary Sources: 


              Alexander the Great 

MIDTERM – Week 7 – ONE HOUR



            The Rise of Rome  

Week 7: Arguably the most important civilization in the history of the world was Roman Civilization. So much of what have in regard to politics, society, and heritage was formed or reformed during this great civilization. This week we will look at the rise of Rome from the earliest days of monarchy to the establishment of the empire. 

READINGS: 

1. Textbook: Chapter 6 – pp. 144-160 
2. Primary Sources: 


              Virgil’s Aeneid – Book II



       Decline and Fall of Rome
Week 8: As the saying goes: “What goes up, must come down!” so too did the great Roman Empire collapse, but why it collapsed is a question that has sparked much debate over the past millennium.  This week will analyze the “Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire” and look to address the many theories surrounding the collapse of this civilization. 

READINGS: 

1. Textbook: Chapter 6 – pp. 160-172
2. Primary Sources:  



Gibbon: “Decline and Fall of Rome”
                   Documents on Fall of Rome

                       Rome’s Three Heirs: Byzantine, Muslim, and Frankish Kingdoms 

Week 9: While Rome technically collapsed in 476 A.D., much of its legacy lived on through various cultures and civilizations. Byzantine, the Rome of the East, continued Roman law and structure for another 1000 years, and the Church through Charlemagne achieved the status of the Holy Roman Emperor. This class will look at three heirs to Roman Civilization and examine the Birth of Western Civilization and Society. 
 
READINGS: 

1. Textbook: Chapter 8 – pp. 204-230 
2. Primary Sources: 

             
Pirenne Thesis – Muhammad and Charlemagne


                 The Making of Europe – Feudalism  

Week 10: Feudalism has been a much-debated term throughout the past and a lot of it has to do with its inconsistencies throughout the development in European society. In this final class, we look to the legacy of Charlemagne to see how feudalism originated and how it will serve as the nexus of medieval civilization between Church and State.  

READINGS: 

1. Textbook Chapter 14 – pp. 388-418 

2. Primary Sources: 



Feudalism Packet: “Cause or Cure for Anarchy”  



Renaissance – The Making of Modernity 

Week 11: Introduction to the course, textbook, primary sources, and the concept of history. This class will examine the Renaissance and show how in many ways, it was the birth of the Modern World.


READINGS:

1. Textbook: Chapter 15 – pp. 420-436  

2. Primary Sources: 


              Selections from Machiavelli’s  The Prince 


              The Reformation 

Week 12: The Reformation, which grew out of the Renaissance movement, helped to further develop the Modern World. This week will cover the spark that caused the Protestant schism with the Roman Church—Martin Luther. 


READINGS: 

1. Textbook: Chapter 15 – pp. 436-452

2. Primary Sources: 


           95 Theses 


           Luther’s Break from Rome


   European Power and Expansion  

Week 13: The period following the Reformation saw a significant development in diplomacy and war among European States. This week we will focus on this development as well as nation building in the wake of ‘reformed’ Europe. Particular focus will be on the Thirty Years War, the English Civil War, as well as Louis XIV’s rise to power.


READINGS: 

3. Textbook: Chapter 18 – pp. 512-546

4. Primary Sources: 


              Treaty of Westphalia 


              Sourcebook 17-2 Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan


              Sourcebook 17-3 John Locke, from Two Treatises of Government.

Week 14: FINAL EXAM
Date TBA – *Tentative Date May 8, 2019 
NO CLASS on March 20, 2019 and April 24, 2019 
TEXTBOOKS: Volume 1 ISBN: 0-393-96880-4
 



    STATEMENT OF POLICY 



        Mr. Nicholas Markellos

I. Examinations: 

The semester’s work will be divided into three five-week periods. Following each five-week period, there be an examination related to the material covered during the previous five weeks. There will be no comprehensive final covering this course. Examinations will be essay form and will cover the material from each class. 

The essay questions will test the students’ understanding of the developments in the course and the students’ ability to write concise and accurate essays. Students’ should be able to demonstrate in the essay their grasp and understanding of the issues related to the material.   

II. Quizzes: 

Approximately once a week students will be quizzed on the reading assignments. A guideline for these quizzes will be distributed and reviewed in class. There are no make-up quizzes for missed classes. However, bonus quizzes will be given and will be added to the final grade. Quizzes are usually returned the class after they are taken. 

III. Attendance: 

It is essential that you attend class on a regular basis. Try not to be late, but if you are, come into class with the least amount of disruption. Attendance will be taken every class period, and a record will be kept. Students absent from class for any reason are responsible for the material covered. I recommend that you get a classmate’s phone number. Leaving class early counts as an absence. The maximum number of absences allowed for this class is two. Excessive absences may result in the student not receiving credit for the course. 

Attendance is mandatory for examinations. There will be no make-up examinations unless a student provides a statement signed by a physician indicating that it would have jeopardized his/her health to attend class on that day. 

IV. Classroom Demeanor: 

There is usually very little need for disciplinary action at this level. However, should the situation arise, measures will be taken to insure the peace and tranquility of the classroom is maintained. 

Cheating will subject the student to immediate disciplinary action. This may result in an automatic “F” and may lead to suspension from the College for a minimum of one semester. 

V. Smoking / Eating: 

No smoking or eating will be allowed in class. 

VI. Children in Class: 

It is against college policy to bring your child or children to class. 

VII. Contact Information: 

I will make myself available to meet in person 20 minutes before the start of each class, and at the end of class. If these times are not convenient for you, then you may make an appointment with me. The best way to contact me is via-email, my address is 

nmarkellos@faculty.camdencc.edu 

VIII. Grades: 

A     90-100%       Superior 

B     80-89%         Good 

C     70-79%         Average 

D     60-69%         Passing 

F     Below 60%   Failure

I      Incomplete     The “I” can be assigned only if the student still has work due

NA  Not Attending    No credit, not computed

AU  Audit 

W     Withdrawal 


Quizzes: 40% (10 quizzes at 4% each)


Exams: 60% 

* Periodically throughout the semester there will be the opportunity to do extra credit, which will go towards the quiz average. In addition, anyone with PERFECT attendance will receive bonus points at the end of the term. 

